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MEMORANDUM 
RE: U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies, Hearing on “Review of the FY2019 Budget 
Request for the Department of Education” 
 

June 5, 2018, 10:15 AM, 124 Dirksen 
[HEARING LINK] 

Overview: 
The Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies discussed the FY19 priorities and concerns of individual Members, 
the Committee, and the Department of Education. Many questions focused on school safety for 
students, student discipline, school choice, student loans, the importance of including rural education, 
and the impact of the budget request cuts. Apprenticeships and CTE budget cuts were an area of 
bipartisan concern. Secretary Betsy DeVos emphasized state and local control over federal 
regulations or mandates. She believes states and localities should have more flexibility for funding so 
they can each support the issues unique to their areas. 
 
Opening Statement Summaries: 
Subcommittee Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO) [Opening Statement Link] 
Good morning. Thank you, Secretary DeVos, for appearing before the Subcommittee today to 
discuss the Department of Education’s FY2019 budget request. The FY2019 budget request for the 
Department of Education is $63.2 billion, $7.7 billion, or 11 percent, less than the FY2018 Omnibus 
passed in March. 
 
Like last year’s request, this budget proposal includes significant changes to the scope of the 
federal government’s investments in education. It eliminates or consolidates over 30 programs 
and significantly reduces funding for several others. It also includes $1 billion for a new 
competitive grant program for states and school districts to expand school choice programs. I 
appreciate the fresh perspective you bring to the Department.  I am interested in hearing more about 
your ideas on how the Department can support STEM education.  I am also interested in working 
together to make post-secondary education more accessible and affordable for all students. Two 
years ago, the Labor/HHS bill reinstated Year Round Pell Grants. Year-round Pell is expected to help 
approximately one million students nationwide each year.  
 
Additionally, in the FY2018 Omnibus, we were able to build upon the success of Year-round Pell 
by funding several significant initiatives focused on college affordability and completion, 
including increasing the Pell Grant maximum award, increasing funding for campus-based aid 
programs like Federal Work Study, and focusing funding on TRIO programs to help students get  
into and complete college. I hope that we can work together this year to improve the federal student 
loan servicing process for borrowers, while making sure these safeguards are in place. 
 
Further, many of the proposals in the budget request to eliminate programs were considered by our 
Subcommittee last year, and rejected. This Subcommittee will not pass a bill eliminating large 
formula grant programs supporting afterschool programs and teacher professional development. 
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Our Labor/HHS bill will not support the elimination of the Impact Aid Payments for Federal Property 
program. Similarly, while some small targeted grant programs, like Special Olympics or Arts in 
Education, may simply because of their size not have widespread impacts, they can help leverage 
significant private funding and build the evidence-base for what works to improve student outcomes. 
As we look to produce our third consecutive bipartisan Labor/HHS bill at the end of this month, I 
expect these proposals will face the same result this year. 
 
Finally, Madame Secretary, I want to acknowledge your efforts to realign the Department of 
Education’s role in our education system. I believe education decisions should be made as close 
to the student and family as possible. It is hard enough to make decisions for a student in 
Springfield, Missouri from Jefferson City, let alone Washington, D.C. We need to empower 
schools, students, and families to make the best decisions for individual students to help them 
succeed. I believe you are taking important steps to do that and limit the role of the federal 
government in both our elementary and secondary school system and at institutions of higher 
education. I will continue to support you in those efforts. 
 
My goal is for us to continue to work together to identify priorities and find common ground while 
responsibly allocating taxpayers’ resources. Madame Secretary, I look forward to hearing your 
testimony today and appreciate your dialogue with us about these important issues. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA): 
As Secretary, you have doubled down on your extreme agenda and filled the Department with 
appointees from the for profit sector and lobbyists looking out for their former employers and clients 
and that could not be clearer when looking at your actions and the budget that you are here to defend 
today. Since you were confirmed we have seen a barrage of actions that have hurt both students and 
taxpayers. You continue to prioritize your privatization agenda, which would siphon taxpayers funding 
away from public schools. You have ignored our nation’s ESSA laws that ensure equity in schools. 
You have made it easier for predatory for profit schools and student loan companies to take 
advantage of students and effectively dismantled the unit that investigates claims of fraud and abuse 
and taken steps to undermine the Office of Civil Rights and protection of transgender students. You 
have made it easier for schools to sweep sexual assault under the rug and say it’s a local decision 
whether to call ICE on undocumented students and so much more. 
 
I am disappointed how similar your budget proposal looks to the year before and that this Committee 
rejected. After years of budget not keeping up with our needs, we are seeing parents and teachers 
stand up for public education because students should not be forced to learn in crumbling classrooms 
and teachers should be paid fairly. Yet with this budget you are ignoring what parents and teachers 
and students are asking for – instead, you propose billion in cuts to elementary and secondary 
education. This budget is another example of another empty promise by this Administration to 
address the senseless gun violence in our schools around the country. Your gun safety commission 
has yet to take any real action steps and you propose to eliminate grants for student safety for the 
second year in a row. After Parkland, you said Congress should hold hearings on gun and school 
safety, I am asking you to commit to testify before the HELP Committee on what we can do to end 
this scourge in our schools. 
 
While you propose to cut $7.7 billion from public education, you propose to spend $1 billion on 
programs that align with your personal agenda that are not authorized under ESSA. Congress 
rejected these proposals two months ago in the FY 18 bipartisan spending bill. I have many questions 
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for you on why you put forward a budget that hurts so many students and families and I look forward 
to your testimony.  
 
Witness Testimony: 
The Honorable Betsy DeVos, Secretary, U.S. Department of Education [Testimony] 
 
Q&A: 
Committee Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO): What are we doing to try and minimize the likelihood of 
another school safety issue? What other programs could provide flexibility to use Title II or IV for 
school safety? What can we do with the $22 million that you have now that you didn’t have before? 
Sec. DeVos: I want to focus on the Commission that I’m chairing. We’re charged with 27 different 
items to study and raise up best practices on to share more broadly. We can help others learn about 
what has been effective locally or in states and have them adopt those practices. 
Committee Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO): On Pell grants, you’re talking about allowing Pell grants to 
be used for certification/short term programs that in the past we have not allowed. I’m supportive of 
that. What are your thoughts on how short-term certification programs would be defined and how Pell 
grants would help prepare that workforce? 
Sec. DeVos: Our proposal is to develop high quality short term programs in conjunction with 
Congress to put the appropriate guardrails around that. To meet student needs and economy needs, 
we need to recognize those flexibilities and innovations. 
 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA): You discussed that teacher strikes are 
coming at an expense of children. Do you think children benefit when their teachers have to work 
multiple jobs and using shabby books? 
Sec. DeVos: My point has been that adults should have disagreements outside of time that impacts 
and affects students. Students need to be kept in the center of the equation. 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA): Do you think children benefit from your 
proposal to cut billions from public elementary and secondary schools, including funding to train 
teachers, underfunding grants for student safety, well-rounded education, and afterschool programs? 
Sec. DeVos: Our budget is focused on helping students who need the most help. We realize the 
federal government is only 10% of funding for schools. 
 
Sen. James Lankford (R-OK): I want to talk about students and parents having options on school 
choice within a district. What is the incentive? How would that work for the school that wasn’t chosen? 
Sec. DeVos: We encourage districts to open their district wide choice. Part of our proposal through 
Opportunity Grant Proposal and Program and through Student Weighted Funding Program through 
ESSA, states can look at various options. In the school districts that have done this, looking at 
schools that have not been chosen has been a highly sensitive issue.  
Sen. James Lankford (R-OK): What about parents who do not have the means to get students to 
another school, like with transportation? 
Sec. DeVos: Transportation costs could be factored in and other accommodations to make sure the 
students’ needs are met. The idea is to be flexible so states and districts can use an approach that 
works for them. 
Sen. James Lankford (R-OK): I encourage open cooperation with Interior in addition to Labor for 
Indian education. 
 
Committee Vice Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT): You are chair of the Commission on School 
Safety. Will your Commission look at the role of firearms in schools? 
Sec. DeVos: We are studying school safety. 
Committee Vice Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT): Many families have a struggle with opioids. Do 
you have a concern that pulling $1 billion in afterschool funding – the Department of Education would 
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complicate recovery for many families who depend on safe care for their children in order to hold 
down a job or focus on addiction? 
Sec. DeVos: We have included $43 million to identify and encourage replication of effective 
prevention programs. The focus is on flexible funding. 
 
Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN): Under ESSA, every state submits a plan to you for approval to 
receive about $18 billion in funding for Title I, II, and IV. It’s been suggested by some that you’re not 
following the law in approving those plans. How many states have been approved? 
Sec. DeVos: 46 state plans. 
Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN): Do you think it’s a requirement of the law that states collect, report, 
and use data on the performance on all students and each subgroup? Do all state plans propose to 
identify schools that have underperforming students and subgroups? 
Sec. DeVos: Yes. 
Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN): We’ve had many discussions in our authorizing committee to make it 
simpler for students to apply for and pay back their federal student aid. Applying federal aid for 
college should be as simple as buying a plane ticket on your phone. You’ve asked for $50 million to 
modernize the system that students apply for and pay back their financial aid. 
 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH): What are other countries doing to protect their students from school 
shootings? 
Sec. DeVos: Violence can manifest itself in many ways. 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH): Maybe you should relook at the focus of the Commission. I’m 
puzzled why your budget cuts the afterschool programs, help for first-generation college students 
(TRIO), work study programs, and subsidized loans. 
Sec. DeVos: We’re focused on ensuring students who have the greatest needs have the greatest 
opportunities. The work study program, the graduate piece you’re referring to – by the time a student 
gets into a graduate program, they have other opportunities. We’re trying to get the greatest number 
of students to pursue higher education. 
 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV): What are you doing about TRIO applications, such as 
formatting issues? 
Sec. DeVos: Some applications have budgetary formatting issues; per direction of Congress, we’ve 
gone back and opened the process to reexamine those applicants. 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV): You mention consolidations for TRIO and HEA Titles III and V 
making formula grants more effective. Are formula grants down to the state and why is that more 
efficient and better way to deliver the funding? 
Sec. DeVos: All of these programs about 90% of funding continually goes to the same entity. We 
have a large Department of Education process and end up granting them out to the same places. Our 
proposal is to make it more efficient. We want to look more at a block grant program. States have a 
better handle on the issues. 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV): When I hear formula funding, it sounds like population base 
and for smaller states, it can be detrimental. On apprenticeships, we talked about the skills gap. I’m 
interested in your expansion of apprenticeship. What steps are you taking to expand this? Are you 
working with the Sec. of Labor? Unions? 
Sec. DeVos: Task Force on Apprenticeships that President Trump put together just completed its 
report last month and submitted about 3 dozen recommendations on how to expand apprenticeships. 
The group that discussed the recommendations was a combination of business leadership, labor 
leadership, and higher ed leadership. They came together in a unanimous and supportive fashion. I’ll 
be attending an international forum on apprenticeships in Switzerland. About 70% of students in 
Switzerland go into apprenticeships. We have to get a lot more serious about this. 
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Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL): When students default on loans, there are many losers: students, 
students’ families, taxpayers, and other students who are counting on that money from back into the 
Treasury. Which group of colleges and universities enroll 9% of all high school grads but account for 
33% of student loan defaults? Public, private NFP, and for profit? 
Sec. DeVos: For profit. It’s a serious issue that we collectively need to be more serious at looking at. 
 
Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS): It is my understanding the Department will recompete a grant to 
establish a research and development center dedicated to rural education? What does the 
department consider the most pressing issue for rural schools? 
Sec. DeVos: We very much support the flexibility for rural schools to support their needs. One of the 
most important things is that the schools and communities have access to broadband.  
Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS): How does the Department consider the geographic distribution and 
disparities of research projects and funding? 
Sec. DeVos: Those programs are generally looked at competitively.  
Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS): The Department recently awarded Striving Reader Literacy grants 
to 11 states and this funding is to help states create a comprehensive program to advance literacy 
skills for students from K-12. What is the Department doing so that these grants benefit a wide variety 
of states, like underserved areas? 
Sec. DeVos: We are hoping a wide range of students can take advantage of that program. 
 
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV): I’m concerned about the $3.6 billion cuts from 21st century learning 
centers and Title II teacher grant funds. Both programs are critical. ESSA included the Title IV 
Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants program. Congress authorized and appropriated 
funds for Title IV. The President’s budget eliminates all the funding for Title IV. In WV, we use that 
funding for opioid concerns for students coming from addicted households. How do you plan to 
navigate this? 
Sec. DeVos: We worked the budget around the restrictions. The funding Congress restored in 
omnibus in Title IV, it’s an area we are looking at differently today than when the budget was 
originally created. 
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV): I’m concerned about school choice and charters in rural areas. We can 
either improve our education or do without. They’re shifting $1.5 billion from critical education 
programs to school choice. Wouldn’t your choice program leave holes that states can’t fill? 
Sec. DeVos: Choice proposal offers rural districts the opportunity to think differently, for example, 
with virtual learning. 
 
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT): Can a teacher or principal call ICE to report an undocumented student 
under current law?  
Sec. DeVos: I will refer to Plyler v. Doe in 1982 which says students that are not documented have a 
right to an education. A school is a safe place for a student to learn. I don’t think they can call ICE. 
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT): How do you balance telling schools what works based on evidence and 
not having a one size fits all for school safety? 
Sec. DeVos: I don’t think it’s the role of the federal government to tell schools what they should and 
should not do. It’s up to the states and local communities. 
 
Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI): Trump encouraged fixing schools’ infrastructure. What are you doing to 
improve school infrastructure? 
Sec. DeVos: The specifics on school infrastructure were not part of the President’s infrastructure 
proposal. These issues are left other states and local communities. 
Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI): You’re eliminating school intrasubsidies for students, ending public service 
loan forgiveness. We’ve heard comments that they are used as a means to recruit personnel to the 
military. Have you talked to the DoD about this? 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/strivingreaders-literacy/index.html?exp=0
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Sec. DeVos: We’ve been in contact with the DoD. 
Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI): TEACH grant program has a tremendous servicing issue. Many people have 
found they aren’t getting the relief they thought they would have. 
Sec. DeVos: I will look into that and get back to you. 
 
Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN): A group of higher education officials gave us 59 recommendations to 
cut through red tape with higher education red tape. 12 of those, the Department of Ed can deal with 
without legislative action. Where do we stand on that? 
Sec. DeVos: I will get back with you on the specifics.  
Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN): Have you been encouraged by the ESSA state plans? Have you 
seen states that have taken advantage of this new flexibility? 
Sec. DeVos: Many states are approaching this question with creativity and intentionality to ensure 
this information is widely shared and accessible. 
 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI): We’ve agreed on the importance of CTE yet your proposed budget 
fails to significantly invest in these programs. Unlike your FY18 budget, there are no cuts to Perkins 
Act but the budget requests FY17 level funding for Perkins basic state grant program. It seeks to cut 
K-12 programs that look to support SSAE and 21st century learning centers. Why does flat or cutting 
funding support your commitment to CTE and STEM? 
Sec. DeVos: When the budget was proposed it was within the parameters of the broader budget 
proposal. CTE investments continue to receive support. We made a proposal for short-term Pell 
grants in recognizing students who are not traditional. 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI): You suggest that your budget hones focus of the Department’s 
mission by meeting student needs. Your budget proposal would make college less affordable. It 
targets 3 campus based programs: Perkins loans, federal work study, and supplemental education 
opportunity grants. How do these cuts further your Department’s mission to address student needs? 
Sec. DeVos: Perkins program has continually been phased out. Work study program focuses on 
students who are in baccalaureate programs, instead of graduate programs.  
 
Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA): If you add local, state, and federal dollars spent on K-12, we spend 
about $13,000 per public school student. Is that right? 
Sec. DeVos: Yes. 
Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA): We rank about the same as Slovakia which spends half. 
Sec. DeVos: I think that’s about right. 
Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA): What can Congress do to improve elementary and secondary 
education on the public side? 
Sec. DeVos: Empower parents, especially low-income parents, to find the right education setting for 
their child and embrace and support individual local public schools to be creative and innovative to 
meet their student needs. 
Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA): How can we lower the cost of higher education? 
Sec. DeVos: Allowing for a lot more innovation in higher education. 
 
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL): We now know the Parkland shooter was suspended for 67 days for many 
reasons. What do we know about school discipline policies? 
Sec. DeVos: The School Safety Commission is looking at and evaluating the policy. 
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL): I’ve introduced ABCs in Schools Discipline Act (S.2618) and would 
provide clear guidance on discipline policy should in no way prevent teachers from reporting students 
to law enforcement when a student commits an act that may result in them being prohibiting from 
purchasing a firearm. 
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Subcommittee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA): When we wrote the bipartisan ESSA, we 
agreed that the performance of students who have historically struggled must be factored in when 
states measure overall school performance. The WSJ has reported that a state may award an A letter 
grade even if only 40% of African American students can read at grade level. That’s why we put in 
those provisions. I disagree with the conversation today and my staff has requested that your staff 
provide bipartisan staff briefings.  
 
Subcommittee Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO): I think it’s very important on being responsive to the 
committee, and that will get you a long way.  
 
 
 


