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The Association of Schools of Allied Health Professions is a member of the National Academies of 

Sciences, Engineering and Medicine’s (NASEM) Global Forum for Innovation in Health Professions 

Education.  This year’s meeting took place at the NASEM Keck Center in Washington, DC from November 

12-14, 2018.  This provides a great opportunity for ASAHP to engage with other organizations to help 

inform our professions, institutions and policy makers moving forward to improve health professions 

education and, in turn, improve health outcomes. 

Each NASEM Global Forum meeting has 2 parts: (1) Forum member meeting where topics in 

development for future workshops are identified and reviewed; and (2) Workshop where a specific topic 

is presented and discussed in a public setting.  Both meetings are recorded and transcribed into a 

proceeding report and the workshop is live-streamed on-line for public dissemination.  Topics discussed 

at this forum meeting included: potential workshops on the impact of traumatic stress on health; 

professionalism; social contexts of mental health; and the role of health professions education in the 

opioid crisis. 

The theme of the workshop, co-sponsored by the National Center for Interprofessional Practice and 

Education, was “Strengthening the Connection between Health Professions and Education and Practice”.  

It brought forward a major issue of engagement with industry in the development of educational 

programs and professional development of the workforce.  There were presentations on the need for 

education programs and professions to use workforce data to inform gaps in the knowledge and skills 

needed by industry.  Transition to practice and training of existing health professionals was also 

emphasized in these presentations. 

Presentations and activities at the workshop also focused on disruptive innovation in health care and 

health professions education. Discussion identified the need to keep the patient at the center of this 

innovation and to give our graduates the skill-set needed to be productive and engaged in an evolving 

health care system.  The first day of the workshop wrapped up with focus groups discussing the needs of 

future educators in the health professions.  These groups also discussed how these educators can 

address changing clinical, didactic, technologic and administrative needs of students, academic 

institutions and the health care providers.  

Day two of the workshop had two large group discussions informed by the previous day’s sessions on (1) 

Aligning Disruption with Innovation and (2) Building a Pipeline of Disruptive Innovators in Health 

Professions Education.  Priority areas where identified on each topic and that information will be 

included in the public report from the workshop.   

Overall, the NASEM Global Forum provides ASAHP a great opportunity to have a voice in future priorities 

in health professions education and health policy. 

 


