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ASAHP ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

The Association’s 2019 Annual Conference will be on 

October 16-18 in Charleston, SC. The theme is 

“Keeping Ahead of the Curve-Allied Health Education 

in the Evolving World of Health Care Delivery.” 

Attendees are invited to contribute to the program by 

submitting abstracts to be presented in one of two 

formats: (1) Paper Presentation during a 35-minute 

Concurrent Session, or (2) Poster Presentation during a 

two-hour Poster Session.  
 

The deadline for submitting abstracts is June 21, 2019. 

More information can be obtained at 

http://www.asahp.org/2019-call-for-abstracts. 

 

An opportunity also exists to provide support as 

Advertisers, Sponsors, and Exhibitors. Additional 

information can be obtained at 

http://www.asahp.org/conferences.  

 

ASAHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The Association’s Board will meet on June 19-20 in 

Minneapolis, MN. The following agenda items are 

among those that will be addressed: 2019 ASAHP 

annual conference, volunteer recognition process, 

federal government relations update, discussion with 

ASAHP’s investment company advisors, Association 

workshops/summits, and review of the Institutional 

Profile Survey. 

 

JOURNAL OF ALLIED HEALTH 

 

The Summer 2019 issue is being distributed. It features 

a manuscript on the topic of interprofessional education 

in occupational therapy and physical therapy. 

 

PATIENCE AS A VIRTUE 

 

The journey to obtaining promotion and tenure often 

can be a lengthy one for faculty members, but 

fortunately perhaps not as long as reflected in the 

amount of patience shown in the following example. At 

age 94, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter has 

earned tenure status at Emory University. He has been 

teaching at the Atlanta-based institution for 37 years. 

 

 

2019 ASAHP SUMMIT 

 

The Association of Schools of Allied Health 

Professions hosted its 2nd Annual ASAHP Summit on 

Friday, May 31, 2019 at Saint Louis University in St. 

Louis, Missouri.  The theme of this year’s Summit, co-

hosted by Kindred Healthcare and Saint Louis 

University’s Doisy College of Health Sciences, was 

“Connecting Academic Programs and Clinical Practice 

Together to Inform System Improvement.”  The event 

was a first-ever collaboration between ASAHP’s 

Professional Education Committee and Clinical 

Education Task Force (CETF), bringing multiple 

stakeholders together in a convenient venue to discuss 

important factors in the connection between academia 

and the healthcare industry.  Using the framework of 

the CETF’s 5 recommendations, this project was 

designed to test them with practitioners and to create 

specific strategies to enhance health professions 

education and improve the health of individuals, 

communities, and the population. 

 

Members of the Research Team representing both the 

ASAHP Interprofessional Subcommittee and the 

Clinical Education Task Force are: 

 

Summit Facilitator: Debra Rudder Lohe (Saint Louis 

University) 

Summit Team: Carol Beckel and Anthony Breitbach 

(Saint Louis University); Laura Dailey, Annie Roden 

and Barbara Wallace (Kindred Healthcare); Andrew 

Butler (University of Alabama-Birmingham); and 

Kathrin Eliot (University of Oklahoma Health 

Sciences Center) 

Research Team: Elizabeth Adams (University of 

South Alabama) and Lisa Dutton (St. Catherine 

University) 

In preparation for the Summit, academic and industry 

professionals completed an electronic survey on 

perceived importance, personal interest, and 

engagement with the 5 CETF recommendations, along 

with demographic information on professional role and 

profession. The effort involved 349 respondents, 25 of 

whom participated in the Summit.  

 

 

http://www.asahp.org/2019-call-for-abstracts
http://www.asahp.org/conferences


PROPOSED ACCREDITATION RULEMAKING 

 

The Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education 

proposes to amend regulations governing the 

recognition of accrediting agencies, certain student 

assistance general provisions, and institutional 

eligibility, along with various technical corrections 

based on language that a negotiated rulemaking panel 

agreed upon earlier this year after months of debate. 

Major Provisions include:   

 

➢ Revise the requirements for accrediting 

agencies in their oversight of member 

institutions and programs to be less 

prescriptive and provide greater autonomy and 

flexibility in order to facilitate agility and 

responsiveness, and promote innovation. 

➢ Clarify the core oversight responsibilities 

among each entity in the regulatory triad—

accrediting agencies, States, and the 

Department—to hold institutions accountable.  

➢ Establish that the Department recognizes an 

institution’s legal authorization to operate 

postsecondary educational programs when it 

is exempt from State authorization under the 

State constitution or by State law as a 

religious institution with a religious mission.  

➢ Revise the State authorization requirements 

for institutions offering distance education or 

correspondence courses. 

 

The deadline for submitting comments is July 12, 

2019. More information can be obtained at  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-06-

12/pdf/2019-12371.pdf. 

 

STATES’ HEALTH RANKINGS 

 

Hawaii, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Washington, 

Connecticut, and Vermont are the top-ranked states in 

2019 according to the Scorecard, which assesses all 50 

states and the District of Columbia on 47 measures of 

access to health care, quality of care, service use and 

costs of care, health outcomes, and income-based 

health care disparities. The Commonwealth 

Fund’s 2019 Scorecard on State Health System 

Performance reveals that most states are losing ground 

on key measures related to life expectancy as 

premature deaths from suicide, alcohol, and drug 

overdose continue to increase. Several states that most 

recently expanded eligibility for their Medicaid 

programs saw meaningful gains in access to health 

care. In other states, prior gains eroded between 2016 

and 2017.  

The Scorecard can be obtained at 

https://scorecard.commonwealthfund.org/files/Radley_

State_Scorecard_2019.pdf. 

HEALTH LITERACY COMMENTS SOUGHT 

 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

invites comments on a proposed new health literacy 

definition for Healthy People 2030, which sets health 

promotion goals for the nation. The Secretary’s 

Advisory Committee on National Health Promotion 

and Disease Prevention Objectives for 2030 has 

proposed a new definition of health literacy for Healthy 

People 2030: “Health literacy occurs when a society 

provides accurate health information and services that 

people can easily find, understand, and use to inform 

their decisions and actions.” 

 

The deadline for submitting comments is July 20, 

2019. Instructions on how to comment can be obtained 

at: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/06/04

/2019-11571/solicitation-for-written-comments-on-an-

updated-health-literacy-definition-for-healthy-people-

2030.  

 

BUILDING CLINICIAN RESILIENCY 

 

The need to build greater resiliency among clinicians is 

correlated with: increased workloads; barriers to 

providing efficient care, often as a result of 

administrative burden and regulatory requirements; a 

lack of mutual respect; and a mismatch in values. 

These factors can lead to reduced quality of care, lower 

productivity, and even physical and psychological 

health consequences for clinicians. A new playbook for 

hospital and health system leaders to address 

physicians’ burnout and support their teams is available 

and can be obtained at 

https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2019/05/pl

f-well-being-playbook.pdf. 

 

DECLINING EDUCATION AFFORDABILITY 

 

A tension in higher education exists between the 

public’s understanding of the benefits (financial and 

otherwise) of postsecondary attainment and their lack 

of ability to afford it. A National College Access 

Network analysis in the report, “The Growing Gap: 

Public Higher Education’s Declining Affordability for 

Low-Income Students,” shows that students are right to 

be concerned. In 2016-17, just 48% of community 

colleges were affordable, while 27% of four-year 

public institutions were affordable. From academic 

years 2012-13 to 2016-17, the percentage of affordable 

institutions declined nationally, while affordability 

gaps rose.  

The report, can be obtained at 

http://www.collegeaccess.org/images/documents/NCA

N_GrowingGap2019.pdf. 
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