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UT Health San Antonio 
• Large Academic Health Science Center with five professional 

schools (Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Health Professions, 
Graduate School) and multiple centers and institutes 

• FY2020 revenue budget about $1B
• 3,300 students; 36,500 alumni; 1,000 trainees; 5,000 staff; 2,000 

faculty
• 850 practicing doctors at UT Health; ~2 million patient visits/yr; 

>125 specialties; ~$450m in annual revenue
• Core of the $40.2B SA bioscience industry; 1/6 workers in SA 

are in healthcare
• One of 140 Academic Medical Centers in the U.S.
• One of 30 Academic Medical Centers in the U.S. with a NCI 

designation and a NIH CTSA award
• Only Academic Medical Center in the San Antonio region



Teaching, Research, Service and Patient Care



School of Health Professions (SHP)
UT Health Science Center at San Antonio

David C. Shelledy, PhD, RRT, FAARC, FASAHP
Professor and Dean



• Six academic departments
• Seven different disciplines - 13 different degrees and 

certificates
• Enrollment fall of 2020:  860 projected

Departments and Programs
School of Health ProfessionsSchool of Health Professions

Emergency Health Sciences
• BS in Emergency Health Sciences
• EMT – Basic
• Paramedic
Health Sciences 
• PhD in Health Sciences
Medical Laboratory Sciences
• BS in Medical Laboratory Sciences
• MS in Medical Laboratory Sciences
Occupational Therapy
• Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD)
Physician Assistant Studies
• Master of Physician Assistant Studies (MPAS)
Physical Therapy 
• Doctorate of Physical Therapy (DPT)
Respiratory Care 
• BS in Respiratory Care
• MS in Respiratory Care
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
• MS in Speech-Language Pathology
• Graduate Certificate in CSD

Vision
By 2022 the School of Health Professions at 

UTHSCSA will be recognized as a world class 
school whose programs are among the best in the 

United States. 

2021 Rankings
• Physician Assistant Studies #33 out of 170 (top 20%)

• Occupational Therapy: #42 out 198 (top 21%)

• Physical Therapy: #102 out of 239 (top 43%)



What’s Happening in Texas:  COVID-19

Memorial Day
May 25, 2020

State begins phased re-opening
May 1, 2020



July 30, 2020



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUYXgaTbxOQ&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUYXgaTbxOQ&feature=youtu.be


• Conversion to all on-line/virtual didactic/lecture courses March 
16 (38 classes)

• Clinical rotation suspensions March 23, 2020 (247 student 
rotations), resumption in May, June and July of 2020.

• San Antonio Shelter in Place orders March 24, 2020 through 
June 4, 2020.

• Virtual New Student Orientation sessions for summer – week of 
May 18th.

• Virtual graduation May 18th (PT, SLP. BSRC, BSMLS, EHS 
paramedic) 

• Virtual classes continue for summer session (lecture/didactic)
• Clinical rotations restarted May 18th (program dependent)

– Clinical sites must accept students
– Students must have adequate PPE and associated supervision
– Students not to be assigned to known COVID-19 patients

COVID-19 Response
https://wp.uthscsa.edu/coronavirus/

https://wp.uthscsa.edu/coronavirus/


• Teaching labs began June 2020 (program 
dependent)

§ Social distancing to be practiced (6 ft. rule)
§ Rigorous hand-hygiene
§ Frequent equipment and supply disinfection
§ All students, faculty and staff to wear cloth masks while on-

campus
§ Student practice procedures on volunteers à same PPE as in-

hospital non-COVID patients (surgical./procedure mask, non-
sterile gloves, gown, face-shield for potential aerosol 
generating procedures [e.g., oral exams].

COVID-19 Response
https://wp.uthscsa.edu/coronavirus/

https://wp.uthscsa.edu/coronavirus/


COVID-19 Response
https://wp.uthscsa.edu/coronavirus/

https://wp.uthscsa.edu/coronavirus/


1. Universal masking.
2. Restricted campus access.
3. Screening upon entry including 

touchless thermometry.
• Dated, color coded ID stickers

3. Social distancing
• Floor decals
• Seating marked
• Limited food options

4. Deployed hand sanitizer stations 
5. Frequent cleaning/disinfection. 
6. Work from home if able to 

complete job requirements.
7. Stay home if you are sick!
8. Call Wellness 360 if exposed.









2  Chairs per table, 
alternate 1 & 3 and 2 & 4Two Chairs per Table across from 

the widest part of the table



Every Other Row & Skip Two Chairs between Students



Fall 2020: School of Health Professions 
• On-line orientation for all new 

students
• Lecture/didactic course work remains 

on-line
• Teaching labs continue with protocols 

in place
ü Social distancing (may require adjusted 

scheduling)
ü PPE
ü Cleaning/disinfection

• Clinical rotations continue as available
ü PPE protocols
ü Adequate supervision
ü Assignment to known COVID-19 patients 

avoided

• Protocols for exposures and positive tests
ü Low-risk
ü High Risk

• Research activities must follow 
established protocols

• Deployment plan for clinical enterprise –
surge in hospital census
ü Student volunteers  (PA, RT, MLS)
ü Faculty deployment (PA)



Vision
By 2022 the School of Health Professions at the UT Health 
Science Center will be recognized as a world class school 
whose programs are among the best in the United States.

School of Health ProfessionsSchool of Health Professions


